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•  •  Alphabetical Roster  •Alphabetical Roster  •

2009 USA Basketball Women’s World University Games Team2

NO NAME POS HGT WGT DOB YOG SCHOOL HOMET OWN
12 Tina Charles C 6-3 193 12/05/88 2010 Connecticut Jamaica, NY
5 Alexis Gray-Lawson G 5-8 160 04/21/87 2010 California Oakland, CA
8 Tiffany Hayes G 5-11 140 09/20/89 2012 Connecticut Lakeland, FL
4 Ashley Houts G 5-6 144 12/31/87 2010 Georgia Trenton, GA

14 Jantel Lavender C 6-4 210 11/12/88 2011 Ohio State Cleveland, OH
6 Danielle McCray G/F 5-11 169 10/08/87 2010 Kansas Olathe, KS

13 Jacinta Monroe F/C 6-5 166 09/04/88 2010 Florida State Ft. Lauderdale, FL
9 Maya Moore F 6-0 170 06/11/89 2011 Connecticut Lawrenceville, GA

11 Kayla Pedersen G/F 6-4 195 04/14/89 2011 Stanford Fountain Hills, AZ
15 Ta’Shia Phillips C 6-6 225 01/24/89 2011 Xavier Indianapolis, IN
10 Jeanette Pohlen G 5-11 168 05/02/89 2011 Stanford Brea, CA
7 Danielle Robinson G 5-8 130 05/10/89 2011 Oklahoma San Jose, CA

Head Coach: Charli Turner Thorne, Arizona State University
Assist ant Coach: Suzy Merchant, Michigan State University
Assist ant Coach: Julie Rousseau, Pepperdine University
Team Doctor: Mark Hutchinson, University of Illinois–Chicago
Athletic T rainer: Kelley Etheridge, Hiram, Ga.

•  Numerical Roster  ••  Numerical Roster  •

NO NAME POS HGT WGT DOB YOG SCHOOL HOMET OWN
4 Ashley Houts G 5-6 144 12/31/87 2010 Georgia Trenton, GA
5 Alexis Gray-Lawson G 5-8 160 04/21/87 2010 California Oakland, CA
6 Danielle McCray G/F 5-11 169 10/08/87 2010 Kansas Olathe, KS
7 Danielle Robinson G 5-8 130 05/10/89 2011 Oklahoma San Jose, CA
8 Tiffany Hayes G 5-11 140 09/20/89 2012 Connecticut Lakeland, FL
9 Maya Moore F 6-0 170 06/11/89 2011 Connecticut Lawrenceville, GA

10 Jeanette Pohlen G 5-11 168 05/02/89 2011 Stanford Brea, CA
11 Kayla Pedersen G/F 6-4 195 04/14/89 2011 Stanford Fountain Hills, AZ
12 Tina Charles C 6-3 193 12/05/88 2010 Connecticut Jamaica, NY
13 Jacinta Monroe F/C 6-5 166 09/04/88 2010 Florida State Ft. Lauderdale, FL
14 Jantel Lavender C 6-4 210 11/12/88 2011 Ohio State Cleveland, OH
15 Ta’Shia Phillips C 6-6 225 01/24/89 2011 Xavier Indianapolis, IN

Head Coach: Charli Turner Thorne, Arizona State University
Assist ant Coach: Suzy Merchant, Michigan State University
Assist ant Coach: Julie Rousseau, Pepperdine University
Team Doctor: Mark Hutchinson, University of Illinois–Chicago
Athletic T rainer: Kelley Etheridge, Hiram, Ga.
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•  Metric •  Metric Alphabetical Roster  •Alphabetical Roster  •

NO NAME POS CMS KGS DOB YOG SCHOOL HOMET OWN
12 Tina Charles C 191 88 12/05/88 2010 Connecticut Jamaica, NY
5 Alexis Gray-Lawson G 173 73 04/21/87 2010 California Oakland, CA
8 Tiffany Hayes G 181 64 09/20/89 2012 Connecticut Lakeland, FL
4 Ashley Houts G 168 66 12/31/87 2010 Georgia Trenton, GA

14 Jantel Lavender C 194 95 11/12/88 2011 Ohio State Cleveland, OH
6 Danielle McCray G/F 181 77 10/08/87 2010 Kansas Olathe, KS

13 Jacinta Monroe F/C 196 75 09/04/88 2010 Florida State Ft. Lauderdale, FL
9 Maya Moore F 183 77 06/11/89 2011 Connecticut Lawrenceville, GA

11 Kayla Pedersen G/F 194 88 04/14/89 2011 Stanford Fountain Hills, AZ
15 Ta’Shia Phillips C 199 102 01/24/89 2011 Xavier Indianapolis, IN
10 Jeanette Pohlen G 181 77 05/02/89 2011 Stanford Brea, CA
7 Danielle Robinson G 173 59 05/10/89 2011 Oklahoma San Jose, CA

Head Coach: Charli Turner Thorne, Arizona State University
Assist ant Coach: Suzy Merchant, Michigan State University
Assist ant Coach: Julie Rousseau, Pepperdine University
Team Doctor: Mark Hutchinson, University of Illinois–Chicago
Athletic T rainer: Kelley Etheridge, Hiram, Ga.
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Athletic T rainer: Kelley Etheridge, Hiram, Ga.



How They Got Here
After three days of trials May 14-17

at the U.S. Olympic training center in
Colorado Springs, Colo., USA Basketball
announced 14 finalists for the 2009 USA
Women's World University Games Team. 

Due to a knee surgery that forced
Stanford’s Jayne Appel to withdrawal from
the finalists roster, Amy Jaeshke and
Carolyn Swords were added on June 16. 

The 15 finalists trained June 18-21 at
the USOTC in Colorado Springs, and the
official 12-member roster was announced
on June 22.

The player and coach selections were
made by the 2009-12 USA Basketball
Women’s Junior National Team
Committee, chaired by Sue Donohoe, the
NCAA Vice President for Division I
Women’s Basketball. In addition to
Donohoe, the 2009-12 Women's Junior
National Team Committee, formerly known
as the Women's Collegiate Committee,
includes: NCAA appointees Joanne Boyle
(head coach, University of California),
Coquese Washington (head coach, Penn
State University) and Connie Yori (head
coach, University of Nebraska); and ath-
lete representative Beth Cunningham
(head coach, Virginia Commonwealth
University), a member of the 1999
USA Pan American Games Team.

Just the Fact s
The roster features one athlete,

Tiffany Hayes, who completed her
freshman year of college this past
season, six who finished their 
sophomore campaigns and five 
athletes who were juniors in terms of
NCAA eligibility in 2008-09.  

Just two schools feature multiple
representatives on the roster, and
both programs reached the NCAA
Tournament Final Four. NCAA
champion University of Connecticut is
represented by Tina Charles, Hayes
and Maya Moore, while Kayla
Pedersen and Jeanette Pohlen play
for Stanford University. 

Coaching S taff
After assisting the USA women to a

gold medal at the 2007 FIBA U21 World
Championship, Charlie Turner Thorne of
Arizona State University returns to the
USA sideline as head coach of the 2009
USA Basketball Women's World University
Games Team. Turner Thorne will be
assisted by Suzy Merchant of Michigan
State University and Julie Rousseau of
Pepperdine University.

World University Games History
USA Basketball women's teams have

participated in 14 prior World University
Games and collected a record six golds,
six silvers and one bronze medal. 

Since 1973, the first year the USA
women competed in the WUGs, the
United States has compiled an 82-15
record. 

USA Basketball did not field a team
for the 2007 World University Games,
insetad the United States was represented
by the University of North Carolina-
Charlotte.

In 2005, the last year USA Basketball
sent a team to the WUGs, the USA posted
a 7-0 slate en route to the gold medal.

Most notable among the list of WUG
alumni are 2008 Olympic gold medalists
Seimone Augustus, Sylvia Fowles, Lisa
Leslie, DeLisha Milton-Jones, Cappie
Pondexter, Katie Smith and Tina
Thompson; as well as 2008 head coach
Anne Donovan and assistant coach Dawn
Staley. 

Additionally, Olympians Carol
Blazejowski, Ruthie Bolton, Pat Head
(Summitt), Katrina McClain, Suzie
McConnell (Serio), Ann Meyers
(Drysdale), Ruth Riley, Katy Steding, Kara
Wolters and Lynette Woodward played for
the USA in the World University Games. 

Nationally Recognized
Several players garnered national

honors, including Maya Moore, who was
named the 2009 Naismith and Wade
Trophy winner and the U.S. Basketball
Writers (USBWA) Player of the Year.

Lavender joined Moore on the
USBWA All-America Team; while Charles
and Lavender were named among the 12

finalists for the Wade Trophy.
The 2009 WBCA State

Farm Coaches' All-America
Basketball Team included
Charles, Lavender and Moore;
while Houts, McCray and
Phillips received honorable
mention.

Conference Accolades
Three players earned

Player of the Year honors in
their conference, including
Jantel Lavender (Big Ten
Conference), Maya Moore (Big
East Conference) and Ta’Shia
Phillips (Atlantic 10 Conference). 

Named to their 
all-conference first teams were
Tina Charles (Big East), Alexis
Gray-Lawson (Pac-10), Jantel
Lavender (Big Ten), Danielle
McCray (Big 12), Moore (Big
East), Phillips (Atlantic 10) and
Danielle Robinson (Big 12). 

Listed on all-conference
second teams were Ashley
Houts (Southeastern
Conference), Jacinta Monroe
(Atlantic Coast Conference) and
Jeanette Pohlen (Pac-10); while
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While Charli Turner Thorne was an assistant coach for the gold
medal winning 2007 USA U21 World Championship Team, Ashley
Houts was the team’s youngest member. (USA Basketball)



Kayla Pedersen (Pac-10) was a third team
selection. Hayes made the Big East
Conference All-Freshman team.

Selected to their all-conference 
defensive teams were Monroe (ACC),
Phillips (Atlantic 10) and Robinson 
(Big 12).

USA Basketball Alumni
Six USA Basketball gold medalists

return, including three with multiple gold
medal finishes, and three athletes, Hand,
McCray and Phillips, are new to USA
Basketball. 

In the summer of 2007, Houts was
the lone rising sophomore on the USA
U21 National Team that wrapped up an 
8-0 record at the 2007 FIBA U21 World
Championship, averaging 4.1 ppg. to help
the USA to a gold medal.

Lavender, Moore and Pedersen led
the USA to a 9-0 record and gold medal at
the 2007 FIBA U19 World Championship
in Bratislava, Slovakia, and a 3-0 
exhibition tally in the Canary Islands prior
to the world championship. Moore 
averaged a team-leading 16.3 ppg. along
with 6.4 rpg. and 2.3 apg.; Lavender
grabbed a team-high 8.1 rpg. to go with
her 16.0 ppg.; and Pedersen averaged 
2.8 ppg. and 3.2 rpg. 

Also in 2007, Hayes averaged a
team-high 11.2 ppg., 3.8 rpg., and 3.0 spg.
to help the USA White Team to a 5-0
record and gold medal at the 2007 USA
Basketball Youth Development Festival.

In 2006, Charles, Lavender, Moore
and Pedersen played together on the gold
medal winning USA U18 squad that
wrapped up a 4-0 record at the 2006 FIBA
Americas U18 Championship. Charles
averaged a team-leading 12.0 ppg. along
with 9.5 rpg; Moore tallied 9.5 ppg., 5.5
rpg., 2.3 apg. and 3.8 spg.; Pedersen 
contributed 6.3 ppg. and 7.0 rpg.; and
Lavender averaged 5.8 ppg. and 6.3 rpg.

At the 2005 Youth Development
Festival, Charles (21.0 ppg. and 13.4 rpg.)
helped the USA Red Team to a 3-2 record
and bronze medal.

In addition, the 2006 U18 National
Team Trials roster included Robinson,
while Gray-Lawson attended the 2006
U20 National Team Trials and Monroe and
Pohlen participated in the 2007 U19 team
trials. 

The Big Dance
NCAA champion University of

Connecticut is represented by Tina
Charles, Tiffany Hayes and Maya Moore.  

Playing in the Final Four were Kayla
Pedersen and Jeanette Pohlen with
Stanford Universit and Danielle Robinson
with the University of Oklahoma.

In addition, Alexis Gray-Lawson and
Jantel Lavender played in the Sweet
Sixteen; Jacinta Monroe advanced to the
second round; and Ashley Houts and
Ta’Shia Phillips made a tournament
appearance.

Charles was named the 2009
Women's Final Four Most Outstanding
Player, while Moore was named All-Final
Four and tabbed the Most Outstanding
Player of the NCAA Trenton Regional.

2008-09 NCAA2008-09 NCAA National LeadersNational Leaders
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Single-Season RecordsSingle-Season Records

Point s Per Game
8. McCray 21.6 ppg.

11. Lavender 20.8 ppg.
T-22. Moore 19.3 ppg.

Rebounds Per Game
4. Phillips 12.1 rpg.

11. Lavender 10.7 rpg.

Assist s Per Game
13. Robinson 5.9 apg.

Blocks Per Game
23. Monroe 2.5 bpg.

Field Goal Percent age
3. Charles .620%
4. Phillips .613%

20. Lavender .541%
37. Moore .521%

Free Throw Percent age
4. Robinson .902%

44. McCray .831%

3-Point Percent age
11. McCray .426%
31. Moore .398%

Assist-to-T urnover Ratio
14. Moore 2.08 
38. Pohlen 1.72 

Single-Game RecordsSingle-Game Records

Point s
T-11. Moore 40 01/17/09
T-15. Gray-Lawson 37 01/18/09

Rebounds
1. Phillips 25 11/19/08

T-9. Phillips 21 02/01/09

Assist s
T-4. Houts 13 01/29/09

Blocked Shot s
T-9. Monroe 9 01/18/09

Field Goal Percent age
3. Charles .929% 03/22/09
4. Lavender .923% 12/16/08

3-Point Field Goals Made
T-2. Moore 10 01/17/09

Maya Moore is one of three players returning
from the gold medal winning 2007 USA U19
World Champoinship Team. (FIBA)



2009 W2009 Women’omen’ s Ws World University Games Scheduleorld University Games Schedule
Preliminary Round Group s

Group A Group B Group C Group D
France Australia Hungary China
Great Britain Canada Mozambique Czech Republic
Serbia Japan Russia Poland
USA Slovakia Taiwan Turkey

Preliminary Round

Wednesday , July 1
Gym 1 Gym 2

10:00 a.m. Serbia - Great Britain Australia - Japan
12:30 p.m. USA - France Canada - Slovakia

Gym 3 Gym 4
10:00 a.m. Russia - Mozambique Poland - China
12:30 p.m. Taiwan - Hungary Czech Rep. - Turkey

Thursday , July 2
Gym 1 Gym 2

12:30 p.m. Great Brit ain - USA -
3:00 p.m. France - Serbia Japan - Canada
5:30 p.m. - Slovakia - Australia

Gym 3 Gym 4
12:30 p.m. Mozambique - Taiwan China - Czech Rep. 

3:00 p.m. Hungary - Russia Turkey - Poland 

Friday , July 3
Gym 2 Gym 3

12:30 p.m. Serbia-USA Russia - Taiwan
3:00 p.m. France - Great Britain Hungary - Mozam.
5:30 p.m. Australia -Canada Poland - Czech Rep.
8:00 p.m. Slovakia - Japan Turkey - China

Second Round
Following preliminary round pool play, teams will be seeded for

second round games based on their pool standings. The top two
finishing teams from each pool advance to play for 1st - 8th
place. The third and fourth place teams will compete in the 

classification for 9th -16th place.

Group E Group F Group G Group H
A1 B1 A3 B3
A2 B2 A4 B4
D1 C1 D3 C3
D2 C2 D4 C4

Sunday , July 5
Gym 1 Gym 2

5:30 p.m. B1-C2 A1-D2
8:00 p.m. B2-C1 A2-D1

Gym 3 Gym 4
5:30 p.m. A3-D4 B3-C4
8:00 p.m. A4-D3 B4-C3

Monday , July 6
Gym 1 Gym 2

12:30 p.m. D1-A1 C2-B2
3:00 p.m. D2-A2 C1-B1

Tuesday , July 7
Gym 3 Gym 4

12:30 p.m. D3-A3 C3-B3
3:00 p.m. D4-A4 C4-B4

Semifinals

Wednesday , July 8
3:00 p.m. Medal Semifinal #2: F1 - E2 (Gym 2)
8:00 p.m. Medal Semifinal #1: E1 - F2 (Gym 1)

Classification Semifinals:
Gym 1 Gym 2

3:00 p.m. G1-H2 (CS3) - 
5:30 p.m. H1-G2 (CS4) G3-H4 (CS5)
8:00 p.m. - E3-F4 (CS1)

Gym 3 Gym 4
8:00 p.m. F3-E4 (CS2) H3-G4 (CS6)

Classification Finals

Friday , July 10
Gym 1
12:30 p.m. 15th Place Game: Loser CS5 - Loser CS6

3:00 p.m. 13th Place Game: Winner CS5-Winner CS6
5:30 p.m. 11th Place Game: Loser CS3 - Loser CS4
8:00 p.m. 9th Place Game: Winner CS3 - Winner CS4

Gym 2
3:00 p.m. 7th Place Game: Loser CS1 - Loser CS2
5:30 p.m. 5th Place Game: Winner CS1 - Winner CS2

Medal Finals

Saturday , July 1 1
Belgrade Arena

10:00 a.m. Bronze Medal Game: Loser S1 - Loser S2
12:30 p.m. Gold Medal Game: Winner S1 - Winner S2

NOTE: Schedule is as of 4/01/09 and subject to change.
All times listed are local. Belgrade, Serbia, is +6 from EDT. 
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RULE FIBA WNBA NCAA
Duration of Game Four, 10 minute quarters Four, 10 minute quarters Two, 20 minute halves

Overtime Duration 5 minutes 5 minutes 5 minutes

Length of Half time 15 minutes 15 minutes 15 minutes

Duration Btw . First-Second
and Third-Fourth Periods 2 minutes 2 minutes Not applicable

Court Length 91' 10" x 49' 2.5" 94' x 50' 94' x 50'

Size of Lane 19 ' 8.2 " x 19' 0.3" 12' x 19' 12' x 19'

Three-Point FG Dist ance 20' 6.1 " 20’ 6 1/4” 19' 9"

Shot Clock 24 seconds 24 seconds 30 seconds

Shot Clock Reset FG attempt hits rim FG attempt hits rim FG attempt hits rim

Back Court V iolation 8 seconds 8 seconds No restriction

Game Clock S tops 
After Successful FG Last two minutes of 4th period Last minute of each period and Last minute of game and

and overtime overtime last minute of overtime

Player Foul Limit 5 6 5

Bonus Free Throw 5th foul per period (two FTs) 5th foul per quarter (two FTs) 7th foul per half (1-and-1)
4th foul in OT (two FTs) 10th foul per half (two FTs)

Number of Players Permitted 5 (three defensive, 5 (three defensive, two 6 (four defensive, two 
On Free Throw Lane two offensive) offensive) offensive)

Jump Ball Teams alternate possession Teams alternate possession Teams alternate possession
after opening tip-off after opening tip-off and overtime after opening tip-off

Closely Guarded
For Five Seconds Yes, while holding the ball No Yes, while holding the ball

Timeout s -  Non-TV Game Two 60-second in the 1st and Two timeouts per half, per team. 4 75-second and  2 30-second 
2nd quarters, three 60-second There must be one 120-second per game
in the 3rd and 4th quarters timeout in 1st and 3rd quarters,   

and two 120-second in the 2nd
and 4th quarters

Timeout s - TV Game Up to one additional TV timeout Two timeouts per half, per team. Up to four additional TV time- 
is permissible per quarter. There must be one 120-second outs are permissible per half.
Teams get two 60-second timeout in 1st and 3rd quarters, Teams get 1 60-second, 4 
in the 1st and 2nd quarters, and two 120-second in the 2nd 30-second, and a max of 3
3 60-second in the 3rd and and 4th quarters; 1 20-second per unused 30-second timeouts
4th quarters half, per team, 1 unused 20- can carry over to second half

second can carry to second half.

Timeout s - Overtime 1 additional 60-second 1 120-second, 1 20-second; Any not used in regulation  
1 unused 20-second second half carry over plus 1 additional
timeout can carry over 75-second each OT

Timeout s Called By Coach Coach or player in game Coach or player in game

Number of Referees Two (three can be used in Three Three
competitions if the Zone or 
host federation wish to)

Size of Basketball Maximum Circumference  Maximum Circumference 29" Maximum Circumference 29";
737mm (29”); Maximum Minimum Circumference 28.5” Minimum Circumference 28.5”;
Weight 567g/20 ounces, Maximum Weight 20 ounces; Maximum Weight 20 ounces;
Minimum 510g/17.99 ounces Minimum Weight 18 ounces Minimum Weight 18 ounces;

Legal Jersey Numbers 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 00, 0-99 00, 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24,

25, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 40,  
41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 50, 51, 52,  
53, 54, 55

Rule DifferencesRule Differences
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The winningest coach in Arizona State University history and
No. 4 in the Pacific-10 Conference in career wins, Turner Thorne
returns to USA Basketball in her first head coach position. In
2007 she traveled to Moscow, Russia, as an assistant coach with
the 2007 USA Women's U21 National Team and helped the USA
to an 8-0 record and gold medal. The U.S. also posted a 3-0
exhibition slate versus France's U21 national team prior to the
competition. 

"I'm very honored and excited to have been selected to
coach such a prestigious team," Turner Thorne said. "Two years
ago I had my first coaching opportunity with USA Basketball and
had a tremendous experience working with the players and staff.
I am looking forward to representing my country and Arizona
State University. I feel very fortunate that I'll get to work with an
outstanding coaching staff. As I have learned at ASU, it is great
when you can have head coaches working with you and I know I
will learn a lot from both Suzy and Julie."

At the helm of the Sun Devils since 1996-97, Turner Thorne
has posted a 251-154 slate (.612 winning percentage) in her 13
seasons in Tempe, Ariz. She has led Arizona State to the NCAA
Tournament seven times in the past nine years, including the
past five seasons. Overall, in 16 seasons as a head coach,
Turner Thorne owns a 291-194 record (.600 winning percentage).

Most recently, Turner Thorne's 2008-09 squad compiled a
26-9 record, reached the Elite Eight for the second time in the
past three seasons and earned a No. 12 rank in the final USA
Today/ESPN poll. With 26 wins, Turner Thorne joined former
Washington head coach Chris Gobrecht and current Stanford
head coach Tara VanDerveer as the only coaches in Pac-10 
history (since 1986-87) to have led their respective schools to at
least five consecutive 20-win seasons.

Turner Thorne has achieved several
milestones with ASU. In 2006-07, she not
only piloted her squad to a 31-5 mark, but
the team's 16-2 tally in the Pacific-10
Conference set an ASU record for confer-
ence victories and its No. 8 rank in the final
USA Today/ESPN coaches poll and No. 10
rank in the final Associated Press poll was
the highest final ranking in both polls in
school history.

In 2005-06, Turner Thorne finished the
season with a 25-7 record and posted a
school-record 10-game winning streak. That
team, which advanced to the NCAA
Tournament second round, also broke into
the top 10 in the national polls for the first
time in 22 years, tying the school's best rank-
ing at No. 9 in early January. For her efforts,
Turner Thorne was honored as the Russell
Athletic/WBCA Region 8 Coach of the Year. 

In 2004-05 her squad capped
the season with a 24-10 record
and advanced to the NCAA
Sweet Sixteen for the first time
since 1983. The 2001-02 version
of the Sun Devils reached 25
wins (25-9), an effort previously
accomplished only once (1981-
82) in ASU history, and captured
the inaugural Pac-10 Tournament
title. 

Additionally, in her first 20-win season, the 2000-01 Sun
Devils finished at 20-11, and tied for first in the league standings
with a 12-6 mark to take a share of the program's first Pac-10 
championship. 

Turner Thorne spent three seasons (1993-94 to 1995-96) as
the head coach at Northern Arizona University. Compiling an
even 40-40 record overall, in her final two years she became the
first coach in school history to string together a pair of winning
seasons.

She broke into the coaching ranks as a graduate assistant at
the University of Washington. During her two seasons (1988-89
and 1989-90) at UW, the Huskies compiled a 51-13 record (.797
winning percentage), tied for a share of the 1989 Pac-10 title,
competed in a pair of NCAA Tournaments and advanced to the
1989 NCAA Sweet Sixteen and the 1990 Elite Eight, posting a
28-3 record on the year.

Following her stint at Washington, Turner Thorne spent three
years as an assistant coach at Santa Clara University, where she
aided the program to a 68-22 slate (.756 winning percentage),

the 1991 WNIT title, a share of
three West Coast Conference
titles, the 1992 WCC Tournament
championship and the 1992
NCAA second round. 

A four-year letterwinner
(1985-88) at Stanford University,
she aided the Cardinal in her final 
season to the 1988 NCAA Sweet
Sixteen and a 27-5 record. 

Turner Thorne graduated
from Stanford with a bachelor's
degree in psychology and earned
her master's degree in 
education from Washington in
1990.

See page 11 for Turner Thorne’s
Coaching Synopsis
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Named to her first USA Basketball staff as an assistant
coach with the 2009 USA World University Games Team,
Merchant joins the USA sideline having 14 seasons of head
coaching experience and a 246-145 
overall record (.629 winning percentage).

"It is truly an honor to be part of USA Basketball," Merchant
said. "I am thrilled to have the opportunity to coach talented
young women at the World University Games this summer. There
is nothing more exciting than representing your country."

Merchant has spent two seasons (2007-08 to present) as the
head coach at Michigan State, collecting a 45-25 record (.643
winning percentage). Nine Spartans have earned conference
postseason honors in her first two seasons.

Her 2008-09 squad tallied a 22-11 record, finished second in
the Big Ten at 13-5 and reached the NCAA Tournament Sweet
16. The season was highlighted with an upset of No. 1-seeded
Duke in the NCAA Tournament Second Round. In her first sea-
son at Michigan State, Merchant took the youngest team in the
Big Ten to the championship game of the WNIT and tied for the
most wins (23-14) by a first-year Spartan basketball coach in
MSU history. The 23 wins tied for the fourth-winningest season in
program history and also tied a career-high for Merchant. 

Prior to MSU, Merchant spent nine seasons (1998-99 to
2006-07) as head coach at Eastern Michigan University, where
she departed as the winningest coach in program history with a
147-91 record (.618 winning percentage). 

During her tenure with the Eagles, Merchant guided Eastern
Michigan three 20-win seasons, three postseason appearances
and two Mid-American Conference (MAC) West Division titles. 

Merchant's 2003-04 team claimed the
MAC West Division and MAC Tournament
championships for the first time in school
history, earning the program's first-ever bid
to the NCAA Tournament en route to a 22-8
record. 
Merchant became the first female coach at
EMU to win a MAC title and was selected
as Basketball Coaches Association of
Michigan Coach of the Year. She followed
that impressive season by winning 23
games in 2004-05, the most in school histo-
ry, and sent EMU to the postseason for the
second straight year with a WNIT appear-
ance. 

In 2005-06, the Eagles reached the 20-
win plateau for the third consecutive season
and won their second MAC West title with a
15-1 conference record, notching the most
league wins in school history. Their 22-8
overall record put them into the postseason
for the third-straight year as the Eagles
earned a bid to the WNIT. 

Although Merchant only
coached four games in the 2006-
07 season due to maternity leave,
she passed two milestones,
including her 200th career win
with a victory over Morehead
State on Nov. 18, and she
became the winningest coach in
Eastern Michigan history with a
win over Detroit on Dec. 6. 

EMU players received postseason MAC honors over 20
times during her nine seasons in Ypsilanti, including the only two
All-Americans in program history (Stephanie Smiley, Ryan
Coleman). 

She assumed the interim role of Assistant Athletics
Director/Senior Women's Administrator at Eastern Michigan from
April 2005 through June 2006. 

Before coaching at Eastern Michigan, Merchant spent three
seasons at Saginaw Valley State (Mich.), posting a 54-29 (.651)
record. After inheriting a team with a losing record, Merchant
went 15-11 in her first season before going 19-11 in year two
while earning a berth in the NCAA Division II Tournament for just
the second time in school history. In her final season, Saginaw
Valley State collected a 20-7 record and was ranked as high as
15th in the nation. 

Merchant began her coaching career at Oakland University
(Mich.), serving as the top assistant coach for three seasons
(1992-93 to 1994-95).

A four-year starter and three-year captain at Central
Michigan University, Merchant
holds Chippewa records for assists
with 463 and single-season assists
with 156, and is tied for first in sin-
gle-game assists with 11. She also
finished her career third-best in
made 3-point field goals with 75. 

The Traverse City, Mich.,
native earned USA Today 
All-America honorable mention and
was a two-time Class A all-state
selection at Traverse City High
School. She was also an all-state
volleyball player. 

Merchant earned her 
bachelor's degree in health/fitness
from Central Michigan in 1991 and
a master's degree in educational
leadership from Saginaw Valley
State in 2000. 

See page 11 for Merchant’s
Coaching Synopsis.
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Rousseau’ s Head Coaching Synop sis

Season School Record Notes
2008-09 Pepperdine 16-13
2007-08 Pepperdine 10-18
2006-07 Pepperdine 14-17
2005-06 Pepperdine 14-17 WCC Tournament Title, NCAA first round
2004-05 Pepperdine 12-17
Totals Five seasons 66-82 (.446)

Rousseau, who has spent five seasons (2004-05 to present)
at the helm of the Pepperdine women's basketball program, will
coach with her first USA Basketball team in the summer of 2009. 

"I'm honored, thrilled and absolutely excited about the 
opportunity to be a part of a team that is playing for our country,"
Rousseau said. "I'm humble and grateful to have this opportunity
to assist in bringing home the gold medal, and I'm prepared to
support and help in any way to allow our team to be successful.
Being able to coach some of the best players in our country and
to represent our country is the epitome of my career and really a
thrill."

Rousseau led Pepperdine to the NCAA Tournament faster
than any women's basketball coach in school history, 
accomplishing the feat in just her second season at the helm in
2005-06. As the fourth seed in the West Coast Conference
(WCC) Tournament, Rousseau's 2006 squad tied a WCC record
as the lowest-seeded team to win the conference title and earn
an automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament.

During Rousseau's five seasons, the Waves
have had seven All-WCC first team selections,
four WCC All-Tournament 
honorees, five WCC All-Freshman Team mem-
bers and three WCC All-Academic selections.

Rousseau holds the distinction of being the
only Pepperdine coach to win his or her first
conference game, as the Waves defeated San
Diego on the road, 78-56, on Jan. 6, 2005.

Prior to Pepperdine, Rousseau spent four
years (2000-01 to 2003-04) as an assistant
coach on Tara VanDerveer's staff at Stanford
University.

During Rousseau's four years at Stanford,
the Cardinal 
compiled an overall record of 105-26 (.801), fin-
ished first in the Pacific-10 Conference each
year, recording a 59-13 overall league mark
(.819), and advanced to the NCAA Tournament
all four years, including the Elite Eight in 2004.

Rousseau worked for the WNBA's Los
Angeles Sparks from May 1997 to July 1998,
serving as an assistant coach, interim head
coach and head coach. She was promoted to
head coach in December 1997 and held the
position for one year.

Before making the leap to the
professional ranks with the
Sparks, Rousseau was the head
coach at George Washington
Preparatory High School in Los
Angeles from 1992-97. She led
the Lady Generals to postseason
appearances in each of her five
seasons, and came away with the
L.A. City championship in 1996.
She was awarded the 1997 Budget Coach of the Year Award,
presented by The Women's Sports Foundation.

Rousseau was also an assistant and served as head coach
of the boys' freshman and sophomore teams during her eight
years working at George Washington. She has been involved in
numerous summer leagues and camps, including Hoopin' with
Jamila and the Michael Jordan Camp.

Rousseau played one season at UC Irvine and later 
graduated from Cal State Los
Angeles in 1991 with a degree
in education. She is currently
working on a master's degree
in psychology at Pepperdine.

JULIE ROUSSEAUJULIE ROUSSEAU
USA Assist ant Coach
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Merchant’ s Head Coaching Synop sis

Season School Record Notes
2008-09 Michigan State 22-11 NCAA Sweet Sixteen
2007-08 Michigan State 23-14 WNIT Title Game 
2006-07 Eastern Michigan *3- 1
2005-06 Eastern Michigan 22- 8 WNIT
2004-05 Eastern Michigan 23- 8 WNIT
2003-04 Eastern Michigan 22- 8 NCAA Tournament 
2002-03 Eastern Michigan 13-16
2001-02 Eastern Michigan 18-11  
2000-01 Eastern Michigan 16-12 
1999-00 Eastern Michigan 16-14  
1998-99 Eastern Michigan 14-13 
1997-98 Saginaw Valley State 20- 7  
1996-97 Saginaw Valley State 19-11 NCAA Div. II Tournament 
1995-96 Saginaw Valley State 15-11  
Totals 14 years 246-145 (.629)

*Coached four games in 2006-07 due to maternity leave.

Turner Thorne’ s USA Basketball Coaching Synop sis

Event Position Record PCT Finish
2007 USA U21 World Championship Team Assistant Coach 8-0 1.000 Gold
2007 U21 Exhibition Games Assistant Coach 3-0 1.000 N/A
Totals 11-0 1.000 1 Gold

Turner Thorne's Head Coaching Synop sis

Season School Record Notes
2008-09 Arizona State 26- 9 NCAA Elite Eight 
2007-08 Arizona State 22-11 NCAA first round 
2006-07 Arizona State 31- 5 NCAA Elite Eight  
2005-06 Arizona State 25- 7 NCAA first round
2004-05 Arizona State 24-10 NCAA Sweet Sixteen 
2003-04 Arizona State 17-12 WNIT
2002-03 Arizona State 16-14 WNIT second round 
2001-02 Arizona State 25- 9  Pac-10 Tournament title; NCAA second round
2000-01 Arizona State 20-11 Pac-10 title, NCAA first round
1999-00 Arizona State 14-15 WNIT
1998-99 Arizona State 12-15 
1997-98 Arizona State 10-17 
1996-97 Arizona State 9-19 
1995-96 Northern Arizona 14- 13 
1994-95 Northern Arizona 14- 12 
1993-94 Northern Arizona 12- 15 
Totals 15 Years 291-194 (.600)  
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