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Jerry Colangelo was named chairman of USA
Basketball’s Board of Directors for the 2009-2012 
quadrennium on Nov. 12, 2008.  

Colangelo first became involved in USA Basketball on
April 27, 2005, when he was selected Managing Director
of the then newly organized USA Basketball Men’s
Senior National Team program. 

Colangelo developed a USA Senior National Team
program that ultimately would include 33 top players and
some of basketball’s most respected coaches, including
2006-08 USA Basketball Senior National Team head
coach and Duke University’s Hall of Fame mentor Mike
Krzyzewski.  

USA Basketball's Senior National Team program
during the three-year period between 2006-08 compiled a
striking 36-1 overall win-loss record and just as 
importantly reestablished the USA team as positive
ambassadors for the United States and the sport. 

The USA squad culminated the quadrennium by
finishing 8-0 to reclaim the gold medal at the 2008
Beijing Olympics, the USA’s first gold in a major 
international competition since 2000. 

The USA Senior National Team also won the 2007
FIBA Americas Championship with a 10-0 record to
qualify the U.S. men for the 2008 Olympic Games. In the
program’s first year, the U.S. captured the bronze medal
with an 8-1 record at the 2006 FIBA World Championship
in Japan.  

Colangelo has been the face of the NBA Phoenix Suns
franchise since their inaugural season in 1968. With the
Suns, his roles have included general manager, head
coach, president, managing general partner, chief execu-
tive officer and his current role as chairman. 

Colangelo spent two seasons with the Chicago Bulls
working as marketing director, scout and assistant to the
president before moving to Phoenix to help start the
expansion Suns.

Phoenix, entering the 2008-09 season, owned the
NBA's fourth-best all-time regular season winning per-
centage with a 1814-1434 record and .558 winning per-
centage, trailing only the Los Angeles Lakers (.614/ 2905-
1824), San Antonio Spurs (.598 / 1549-1043) and Boston
Celtics (.591 / 2860-1979).  

On two occasions Colangelo stepped in to coach the
Suns, including the 1969-70 season when he guided the
club to a 24-20 mark down the stretch and to its first
playoff appearance. He also took over in 1972-73 and

compiled a 35-40 mark. Overall,
Colangelo is 59-60 as an NBA
coach.

Colangelo’s impact on the
game of basketball has been so
significant he was elected to the
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in April
2004. 

On Nov. 4, 2007, Colangelo became the 12th member
of the Phoenix Suns' Ring of Fame, the club’s most elite
group that includes the likes of franchise greats Alvan
Adams, Charles Barkley, Tom Chambers, Walter Davis,
Cotton Fitzsimmons, Connie Hawkins, Kevin Johnson,
Dan Majerle, Joe Proski, Dick Van Arsdale and Paul
Westphal.  

The Arizona Republic named him the Most Influential
Sports Figure in the state of Arizona for the 20th century,
and the Phoenix Business Journal regularly voted him
among its “Most Influential” business persons in the
Valley.

Nationally, Colangelo has been among The Sporting
News’ most powerful people in sports for over the last
decade and more recently was listed 60th in
BusinessWeek’s annual “The Power 100” ranking of the
100 most powerful people in sports for 2008.

He brought Major League Baseball to Phoenix in 1998
and served as Chairman and CEO of the 2001 World
Champion Arizona Diamondbacks. Going from expansion
team to World Champion in just four years was a record
for Major League Baseball. Arizona won the National
League West in just its second season to become the
fastest expansion team in baseball history to qualify for
the postseason, just as the Suns did in their second season
in 1969-70. 

Colangelo also was the key element in facilitating the
move of the NHL’s Winnipeg Jets to Arizona in 1996,
where they became the Phoenix Coyotes.

Chairman of the NBA’s Board of Governors from
October 2001 through October 2005, Colangelo has had
influence on the growth of the NBA as a member of the
league’s Finance Committee, Long Range Planning
Committee, Expansion Committee and Competition and
Rules Committee. NBA Commissioner David Stern
turned to Colangelo to chair a special group in the 
2000-01 season that evaluated the state of the game and
made rules modifications. 

Colangelo added to his NBA involvement with a

Jerry Colangelo

M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r
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position on the founding committee for the WNBA, 
helping advance professional women's basketball in the
U.S. The Phoenix Mercury were one of the WNBA's
inaugural teams in 1997. The Mercury set a league 
attendance record in their first season, advanced to the
1998 WNBA Finals and qualified for the playoffs three
times.

As with the NBA, Colangelo
was involved with the  governing
of baseball, serving on the
Legislative Committee, Equal
Opportunity Committee and on
the board of directors of the
MLB Advanced Media, the 
technology arm of the league. 

Colangelo was recognized by
Phoenix mayor Phil Gordon who
proclaimed March 26, 2004,
Jerry Colangelo Day in the city
of Phoenix. The Valley of the
Sun United Way also bestowed
its highest honor, the Spirit of 
Caring award, to Colangelo on
June 30, 2005, for his passion 
for improving lives in the 
community. 

Currently a principal partner
of JDM Partners LLC, a real
estate development company,
Colangelo is a Board Member of World Sports Chicago
and a Committee Member for Chicago 2016. He is also
chairman of the board of the Council of Leadership
Education, and a past chairman of  Collaboration for a
New Century; Southwest Leadership Foundation; the
National Italian American Sports Hall of Fame;
Leadership Foundations of America; Arizona State
University’s Dean’s Council of 100 and the Honor Board
for Junior Achievement of Central Arizona; and he served
as president of Valley Big Brothers and was chairman of
the board of the Christian Businessmen’s Club.

Colangelo has served on the board of directors of the
Phoenix Art Museum; Greater Phoenix Economic Council;
Athletes in Action; and Phoenix Suns Charities. He is a
lifetime member of the Phoenix Thunderbirds, an 
organization dedicated to the promotion of Phoenix
through sports. 

He is currently a Vice Chairman of the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, and is Vice Chairman
of the National Italian American Foundation and Young
Life International; past vice president of the Phoenix
Downtown Partnership; past chairman and CEO of
Phoenix Community Alliance; and he was a leader in the
establishment of Employers Against Domestic Violence.

The author of a book titled How You Play the Game,
Colangelo gives insight into the world of the business of
sports and his own life. Proceeds of the book sales go to
Young Life of Arizona, Phoenix Suns Charities and
Arizona Diamondbacks Charities.

Colangelo prepped at Bloom Township High School in
Chicago Heights, Ill., where he was an all-state basketball 

honoree as a senior. A left-hander, Colangelo was the top
pitcher on the baseball team that also featured former
Yankee hurler Jim Bouton. Upon graduation he had
66 scholarship offers for college basketball and seven for
professional baseball contracts.

He enrolled at the University of Kansas, but transferred
after his prospective teammate, Wilt Chamberlain, left the
Jayhawks for a pro contract. Colangelo transferred to the
University of Illinois, where he earned All-Big Ten 
honors, captained the Illini as a senior and was later
inducted into the Illinois Basketball Hall of Fame. He
also played two years of baseball at Illinois.

Colangelo grew up in the “Hungry Hill” neighborhood
of Chicago Heights. His ties to “The Heights” and Bloom
Township are evident in the Jerry Colangelo Gymnasium, 
dedicated in his honor November 10, 1996, and Colangelo
Way, a street named after him. Construction was recently
completed on the Colangelo Center that houses the Italian-
American Athletic Hall of Fame in Chicago. 

Colangelo and his wife, Joan, whom he met on a 
blind date while at the University of Illinois, have four
children: Kathy Holcombe, Kristen Brubaker, Bryan, and
Mandie Colangelo, and six granddaughters and four
grandsons. 



2009 USA Basketball Men’s National Team Mini-Camp Media Guide16

In his seventh season as a member of the Toronto Raptors' coaching staff,
Triano was named interim head coach on Dec. 3, 2008, and was signed to a three-
year contract on May 11, 2009, to coach the Toronto Raptors.  He became the first
Canadian born and Canadian trained coach in the NBA when he served as an
assistant coach to Lenny Wilkens during the 2002-03 season.

Toronto compiled a 25-40 record under Triano in 2008-09 and finished strong,
winning nine of their final 13 games.

A native of Niagara Falls, Triano was the head coach of the Canadian men's national team from 1998-
2004 posting a 52-42 (.553) record. He led Canada to a semifinal berth in the 2003 FIBA Americas Olympic
Qualifying Tournament in Puerto Rico and to a 5-2 record, second best to the United States, in the 2000
Olympics. He has also served as an assistant coach of the USA Basketball Select Team in 2007 and 2008,
was head coach of the Nike Skills Academy in Vancouver (2006) and Toronto (2007), and for the past six
years served as a coach at the prestigious Euro Camp in Treviso, Italy.

Triano began his coaching career in 1985 as an assistant at his alma mater Simon Fraser University
in Burnaby, British Columbia. He took over the school's head coaching duties in 1988 and served in that
capacity until 1995. In 1992-93, he also worked as an assistant coach on the Canadian men's national team
and in 1993-94 he was the head coach of the Canadian men's junior national team.

During his collegiate playing career at Simon Fraser, Triano led his teams in scoring all four seasons
and set 11 school records, including the career scoring mark of 2,616 points. He was also a member of the
football team during his senior season. In 1981, he was drafted by the Los Angeles Lakers in the eighth
round of the NBA Draft and by the Calgary Stampeders in the sixth round in the CFL Draft.

Following graduation, Triano played for the Canadian national team for 11 years (1978-88) and was
team captain from 1981-88. He represented Canada as a player on three Olympic teams (1980, 1984 and
1988), serving as captain for the last two.

Triano also wore his country's colors internationally in the World University Games in 1979, 1981 and
1983 where he led the tournament in scoring and Canada to the gold medal, and in 1985 in Kobe, Japan
where he carried the Canadian flag at the opening ceremonies.

Triano is a member of the Canadian Basketball, Canadian Olympic, Basketball British Columbia,
Basketball Ontario, Simon Fraser Athletic and Niagara Falls Halls of Fame.

In April 2005, Triano was honored by the Raptors with the Coach Mac Award, given annually to a
member of the Canadian basketball community who through exemplary character and effort, has made a
major contribution to the sport of basketball while upholding the principles for which Coach Mac stood - hon-
esty, integrity, competitiveness and a love of the game.

Jay Triano
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Tyrone Corbin
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Tyrone Corbin completed in 2008-09 his fifth season as an assistant coach with the
Utah Jazz. He has also shared coaching duties with assistant coach Scott Layden dur-
ing the 2005-08 Rocky Mountain Revues.

He joined the Jazz after spending the 2003-04 season as manager of player devel-
opment for the New York Knicks. Prior to his stint with the Knicks, he spent two sea-
sons as a player mentor for the North Charleston Lowgators of the NBA Development
League.

A versatile small forward, Corbin played for nine teams during a 16-year NBA career (1985-01), including
three seasons with the Jazz from 1991-94, where he averaged 9.6 points and 6.2 rebounds in 233 games.
Corbin appeared in a total of 1,050 games over the course of his career that included stints with San Antonio,
Cleveland, Phoenix, Minnesota, Utah, Atlanta, Sacramento, Miami and Toronto.

Originally drafted by San Antonio in the second round (35th pick overall) of the 1985 NBA Draft, Corbin
averaged 9.3 ppg. and 4.8 rpg., while connecting on 45.7 percent of his shots in 26.2 minutes per game for
his career. He also appeared in 82 career playoff games and averaged 8.4 ppg. and 5.0 rpg. 

Playing under legendary DePaul University coach Ray Meyer, Corbin averaged 11.5 ppg. during his four
year career, including 15.8 ppg. his senior season. He played in 120 games for the Blue Demons and
increased his scoring average and field goal and free throw percentage in each of his four seasons. He fin-
ished ranked seventh on DePaul's career scoring list and was a two-time honorable mention Associated
Press All-America selection, as well as an All-NIT choice in 1983, and he participated in the 1984 U.S.
Olympic Basketball Team Trials.

He graduated from DePaul University with a degree in computer science and served an internship at
Merrill Lynch as a financial planner during the summer of 1997. He played alongside former NBA player
Xavier McDaniel at A.C. Flora High School in Columbia S.C.

Corbin and his wife, Dante, have two children, Tyjha and Tyrell. 
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A Hall of Famer and one of the NBA's 50 Greatest Players of All-Time, Cowens
completed his third season with the Detroit Pistons as an assistant coach in 2008-09.
Prior to joining the Pistons he served as head coach and general manager for the
expansion Chicago Sky in the WNBA in 2006.

Cowens coaching experience also includes six years as an NBA head coach. He
served as a player/coach for the 1978-79 Boston Celtics and re-joined the NBA coach-
ing ranks in 1997 with the Charlotte Hornets. Cowens led Charlotte to their only back-to-back 50-win seasons
in his first two seasons and posted a 109-70 (.609) record with the Hornets from 1997-99. He was head
coach of the Golden State Warriors for two seasons (2001-03). Overall, he has posted a 161-191 (.457)
coaching record.

Selected by the Boston Celtics in the first round of the 1970 NBA Draft (fourth overall), Cowens enjoyed a
prolific 11-year NBA playing career, including 10 seasons with Boston. The 6-9 center became the 14th player
in Celtics franchise history to have his jersey (#18) retired on Feb 8, 1981. He earned NBA Co-Rookie of the
Year honors in 1970-71 and the league's Most Valuable Player award in 1972-73 after averaging career highs
in both scoring (20.5 ppg.) and rebounding (16.2 rpg.).

Cowens averaged a double-double (points/rebounds) in each of his first eight NBA seasons, including his
rookie campaign in 1970-71 (17.0 ppg. and 15.0 rpg.). He was a member of two NBA Championship teams
with the Celtics (1974 and 1976), earned All-NBA Second Team honors three times (1973, 1975, 1976), NBA
All-Defensive First Team honors once (1976), NBA All-Defensive Second Team honors twice (1975, 1980)
and ranked among the league's top 10 leaders in rebounding seven times. Furthermore, he was a member of
the Eastern Conference All-Star team on six occasions, highlighted by the 1973 classic in Chicago, when he
earned MVP honors (15 points and 13 rebounds). 

A Kentucky native, Cowens attended Florida State University where he averaged a career double-double
of 18.9 ppg. and 17.2 rpg. during his 78 game career between 1968-70.  He still holds FSU records for most
rebounds in a season (456 in 1968), rebounds in a career (1360), and lists second for most rebounds in a
game (31). 

He and is wife, Deby, have two daughters, Meghan and Samantha.

Dave Cowens
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Kenny Gattison
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Kenny Gattison assisted on the New Orleans Hornets bench for six seasons
(2003-04 through 2008-09). He re-joined the Hornets organization in 2003-04 as an
assistant coach after playing six seasons for the team from 1989 to 1995. 

Since retiring from the NBA as a player following the 1995-96 season, Gattison
has built an impressive resume as a coach. He spent the 2001-02 and 2002-03
seasons as an assistant under Blaine Taylor at his alma mater of Old Dominion
University and was also on the New Jersey Nets' bench as an assistant coach under John Calipari from
1996-98. In addition, Gattison served as head coach for the Hornets' entry in the Vegas Summer League for
three seasons (2006-2008).

Gattison boasts of prior USA Basketball experience having been selected for three USA teams. A
member of the 1985 USA R. William Jones Cup Team that finished 8-1 to claim the silver medal, Gattison
also played on the 1983 USA Junior World Championship Team that won gold and was a member of the
1983 U.S. Olympic Festival East Team that captured the silver medal.

Gattison enjoyed a nine-year career in the NBA and finished with career averages of 4.7 ppg. and 7.9
rpg. with a 52.0 (1536-2956) career field goal percentage in 494 games. He began his career in Phoenix after
being drafted by the Suns in the third round (55th pick overall) of the 1986 NBA Draft. Averaging 5.2 ppg. and
3.5 rpg. in 77 games as a rookie in 1986-87, Gattison tore the ACL in his left knee and missed the 1987-88
season. He played just two games for the Suns in 1988-89 before signing in Europe. The Hornets signed the
6-8 Gattison as a free agent on Dec. 2, 1989, after he began the season with the CBA Quad City Thunder. 

He went on to play six years with the Hornets, averaging 8.4 ppg. and 5.0 rpg.  in 390 games. He shot
52.9 percent (1297-2454) from the field over his Hornets career, ranking him first in franchise history, while he
ranks fifth all-time in blocks (283), fifth all-time in offensive rebounding (622) and fifth all-time in games played
(390). Gattison's best season came as a Hornet when he averaged 12.7 ppg, 7.1 rpg, 1.6 apg. and 0.8 bpg.
while playing in 82 games during the 1991-92 campaign. 

The Vancouver Grizzlies selected Gattison in the first round (16th overall pick) of the 1995 Expansion
Draft. He began the 1995-96 season with the Grizzlies, where he averaged 9.2 points and 4.6 rebounds, but
was traded to Orlando on Feb. 22. Gattison did not play in a game with the Magic and retired following the
end of the season. 

Gattison capped his collegiate career at Old Dominion by being named the 1986 Sun Belt Conference
Player of the Year and garnered All-Sun Belt honors twice (1985, 1986). He finished his career as the confer-
ence's all-time leading rebounder (963) and currently stands second in the league's history. At ODU, he now
ranks 11th in career scoring (1623), fifth in career rebounding and seventh in career blocked shots. He aver-
aged 13.3 ppg. and 7.9 rpg. during his four-year career and was named to the Sun Belt Conference All-
Decade Team. 

Gattison graduated from Old Dominion with a bachelor’s degree in distributive education, specializing
in personnel management. A native of Wilmington, N.C., Gattison and his wife, Harriet, have three sons, Kyle,
Bryce and Grant and a daughter, Natasha.
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Jerry Sichting
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Jerry Sichting is in his second tour with the Timberwolves, after spending the
2006-07 season at Marquette University as an assistant coach under Tom Creen. He
was with the Wolves for 10 seasons, nine of which were spent as an assistant coach.
He originally came to the organization on May 11, 1995, when he was named director
of scouting and player development.

Sichting acquired an in-depth knowledge of the pro game from his 10 seasons
as a player in the NBA. He began his career in 1980 and spent the following five seasons with the Indiana
Pacers, averaging a career-high 11.5 ppg. during the 1983-84 season. In 1985, Sichting signed with the
Boston Celtics and became an integral reserve. In 1986, he teamed with Kevin McHale to lead the Celtics to
an NBA title. That season he averaged 6.5 ppg. while shooting 57.0 percent from the floor and 92.4 percent
from the free throw line. 

Midway through the 1987-88 campaign, he was traded to the Portland Trail Blazers. He finished his
playing career in 1989-90 as a member of the Charlotte Hornets and Milwaukee Bucks.  Sichting appeared in
598 career regular season games, averaging 6.9 ppg. and 3.3 apg.

After his playing career, he remained in Boston and ran the Jerry Sichting Basketball Camp for five
years. He also spent four seasons (1991-95) serving as an analyst on Celtics' radio broadcasts. 

In March 2002, Sichting was inducted into the Indiana Basketball hall of Fame. Graduating from
Martinsville High School (Ind.), he played four seasons (1975-79) of basketball at Purdue University.  He was
captain of the 1978-79 Bolermakers squad that finished 27-8 and were co-champions of the Big Ten
Conference with the Magic Johnson led Michigan State Spartans.  Sichting helped lead the Boilers to the
1979 NIT Finals. Named a All-Big Ten Conference first team selection his senior year, he still currently holds
the school career free throw percentage record with 86.7 percent accuracy, and ranks 29th in all-time scoring
(1161).

A native of Martinsville, Ind., Sichting and his wife, Joni, have four children, Jared, Jason, Jordan and
Jenna. 
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Gregg Farnam

A t h l e t i c  T r a i n e r
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Gregg Farnam completed his 12th season with the
Minnesota Timberwolves and his eighth as the team's
head athletic trainer. In addition to being responsible for
every aspect of the Wolves' training room operations,
Farnam works closely with the team's medical staff in
monitoring each player's physical condition as well as
assessing and treating injuries. He is also responsible for
coordinating team travel.

This offseason, Farnam served as the head athletic
trainer for the NBA's Basketball without Borders Asia con-
tingent that visited New Delhi, India. The group, which
included current NBA players Samuel Dalembert, Pat
Garrity, Kyle Korver and Ronny Turiaf, worked with local
players to promote the game and encourage positive
social change in the areas of education, health and well-
ness, with an emphasis on HIV/AIDS awareness and pre-
vention.

Farnam was also the athletic trainer for the 2007 USA
Basketball Men's U19 National Team that brought home
the silver medal from the 2007 FIBA U19 World

Championship in Nova Sad,
Serbia, in July 2007.  He was
also the athletic trainer for the
gold medal winning USA
Basketball Men's Goodwill
Games basketball team that
competed in Brisbane, Australia,
in September 2001, and provided medical coverage for
the USA women's volleyball team at the  U.S. Olympic
Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colo., in July 2003.

Farnam graduated with a bachelor's degree in sports
medicine from St. Cloud State University and has a mas-
ter's degree in exercise science and health promotions
from California University of Pennsylvania. He is a certi-
fied member of the National Trainers Association, the
National Strength and Conditioning Association and the
National Academy of Sports Medicine. 

Farnam and his wife, Tiffany, along with their sons,
Nolan and Maximilian, and daughter, Mae, reside in
Rogers, Minn. 

Joe Sharpe
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Joe Sharpe closed out his first season with the
Oklahoma City Thunder in 2008-09 after serving as
the head athletic trainer for the Charlotte Bobcats
since its inception into the NBA in 2004. 

Prior to Charlotte, Sharpe was the assistant ath-
letic trainer/strength and conditioning coach for the
Minnesota Timberwolves for two seasons, which
included the team's Midwest Division title and run to
the Western Conference Finals. Sharpe was also
the head basketball athletic trainer at the University
of Connecticut during a nine-year stint with the
Huskies and was in charge of the team's medical
care during its NCAA Championship season in 1999. 

Sharpe was the athletic trainer for the 2008 USA
Basketball Men's U18 Team that captured a silver
medal in Argentina, and was athletic trainer for the

2002 USA Junior World
Championship Qualifying
Team that earned the bronze
medal in Isla de Margarita,
Venezuela.

Additionally, in 2002, he
worked at the U.S. Olympic Training Center in Lake
Placid, New York.

He and his wife, Jennifer, have one son, Joseph
III. 




