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Nate Tibbetts concluded his second season as the head
coach for the Tulsa 66ers in 2010-11. Under his direction,
Tulsa earned its second consecutive trip to the NBA D-
League Playoffs. As a four-seed, the 66ers advanced to the
2011 semifinals. During the regular season, Tulsa recorded
a 33-17 overall record, marking the most victories in the
season in team history. During the campaign, the 66ers
tallied 14 consecutive wins dating from Dec. 30 to Jan. 29.
Also under his leadership, Tulsa saw three of its players
earn four total call-ups during the season, marking the
most in the NBA D-
League. 

Tibbetts also was
selected to lead the
West team in the 2011
NBA D-League All-
Star Game after guid-
ing Tulsa to a Western
Conference-best 24-10
overall record heading
into the All-Star break.

The 66ers ranked
among the best in sev-
eral defensive cate-
gories in 2010-11,
including second in
the League in oppo-
nent’s points per game
(98.8), third in
turnovers forced per
game (18.1) and fourth
overall in steals (9.04).
Offensively, Tulsa was
fifth in the NBA    D-
League with a team
field goal percentage
of .472. 

In Tibbetts' first
season as the head
coach, he led the 66ers
to the NBA D-League
Finals in their first ever trip to the playoffs in team history.
Under the direction of Tibbetts, the 66ers compiled a 27-
23 record during the 2009-10 campaign, marking the most
wins in  franchise history at the time. The win total was a
12-game improvement from the previous season. 

In Tibbetts' first season at the
helm, Tulsa ranked in the top five
in several team statistical cate-
gories including fourth in field
goal percentage (.476), third in
three-point percentage (.392) and
fourth in defensive rebounds
(1517). 

Tibbetts joined the 66ers in 2009 after spending four
seasons with the Sioux Falls Skyforce of the NBA

Development League.
After two seasons as
an assistant with the
Skyforce, Tibbetts was
promoted to head
coach prior the 2007-
08 season. In two sea-
sons at the helm,
Tibbetts guided Sioux
Falls to a 53-47 (.530)
mark including a play-
off berth during the
2007-08 season. 

Before joining the
Skyforce in 2005,
Tibbetts was an assis-
tant men's basketball
coach at the University
of Sioux Falls for four
years (2001-05). In his
four seasons at USF,
the Cougars posted a
record of  92-44
(.676), including two
trips to the NAIA
Division II National
Tournament. The
2003-04 team posted
a school record 26
wins before falling to
Bellevue University

(Neb.) 72-60 in the Final Four of the NAIA Division II
Tournament. 

Tibbetts enjoyed a successful collegiate career at the
University of South Dakota. He ranks second all-time in
the USD record books in career assists (678) and steals
(215). He was named to the All-North Central Conference
(NCC) team in 2000-01 and Honorable Mention All-NCC
in 1999-00. 
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Jermaine Byrd was named an assistant coach for his
first USA Basketball experience on Sept. 21, 2011.

“It is a privilege to be chosen to represent the Tulsa
66ers and Oklahoma City Thunder in the 2011 Pan
American Games alongside Coach Nate Tibbetts and Dale
Osbourne. We are looking forward to getting started and
assembling a team that everyone will be proud of,” said
Byrd.

Byrd concluded in 2010-11 his first season as video
coordinator for the Tulsa 66ers after serving as the team's
basketball operations assistant during the 2009-10 sea-
son. 

Prior to his arrival in Tulsa, Byrd served as the Director
of Basketball Operations for the University of Houston
women's basketball program from 2006-08, and began
his coaching experience at the University of Sioux Falls as
a student assistant coach for the women's basketball team
during the 2005-06 season. 

A four year starter for the S.P. Waltrip High School
(Houston, Texas) varsity basketball team, Byrd attended
Richland Community College (Texas) for two years and
was a member of the 2001-02 team that finished third in
the NJCAA national championship and was captain of the
2002-03 Richland team that placed fifth in the NJCAA

championship.  
Byrd went on to play two sea-

sons for the University of Sioux
Falls, where in 2003-04 he
helped lead the team to a 26-12
record and its first NAIA Final
Four appearance in school histo-
ry. Assisting at Sioux Falls that season was Tibbetts, the
current Tulsa 66ers and 2011 USA Pan American Games
head coach. Playing and starting 13 games after becoming
eligible mid-season, Byrd averaged 10.9 ppg., 2.7 rpg., 6.1
apg. and 1.4 spg. The following season, 2004-05, he was
named GPAC All-Conference second team after leading
the conference in assists.  In 31 games for the Cougars, he
recorded 14.0 ppg., 3.7 rpg., 4.1 apg., and made a team
high 41 3-pointers as the team finished with a 20-11
record. 
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Tulsa 66ers assistant coach Dale Osbourne takes on his
first USA Basketball coaching position as an assistant
coach with the 2011 USA Pan American Games Team.

“I am excited to join Coach Nate Tibbetts on the 2011
Pan American Games staff.  There is no greater honor
than to represent one's country.  Coach Tibbetts and I
greatly enjoy working in Tulsa and being a part of the
Oklahoma City Thunder organization, and we feel very
honored to be on the bench together helping lead the
United States,” said Osbourne.

Osbourne wrapped up his second season as the assis-
tant coach of the Tulsa 66ers in 2010-11. He owns over 20
years of coaching experience that includes stints in the
USBL, CBA and WNBA prior to coaching in the D-League.

Osbourne spent two seasons prior to Tulsa with the
Utah Flash of the NBA Development League, helping lead
the team to a 56-44 (.560) over that span, including a
Western Division title and a trip to the NBA D-League
Finals in 2009. 

Prior to Utah, he served as an
assistant coach with the Austin
Toros and the late NBA great
Dennis Johnson. 

From 2004-06 Osbourne was
head coach of the USBL Dodge
City Legend, and also served as
the team's general manager in 2005-06. He led Dodge
City to consecutive regular season and division champi-
onships in 2004 and 2005, and was named the 2004
USBL Coach of the Year. The Legend won the USBL
championship in 2004-05 and reached the finals the next
season. 

In seven years as an assistant at the University of South
Alabama, Osbourne helped guide his alma mater to a pair
of Sun Belt Conference titles. 


